x                                        PREFACE
addition I have constantly consulted them on numerous points. Dr. Geo. P. Taylor, of Ahmadabad, very generously put at niy disposal a manuscript list of Persian couplets which he had prepared, .and thereby considerably .curtailed my labour.
I cannot conclude without mentioning the work of Lt.-Col. W. Vost, Messrs. W. E. M. Campbell, I.C.S., and H. Nevill, I.C.S., who have acted as secretaries to the Lucknow Coin Committee: their reports on coins derived from treasure trove have been of the greatest assistance. I am ^also much indebted to Babu Rayag Dayal, Assistant Curator of the Lucknow Museum, for continual help in arranging the Collection, and in many other ways.
In a work of this kind in spite of every precaution there must I fear be a number of defects, but certain blemishes in this Catalogue need an explanation. The work was complete and ready for the press early in 1917, when the special conditions imposed by the war stopped its publication. When in February of this year, with the advent of happier times, the project of printing was revived it was found that during the last two years about five hundred fresh Mughal coins, mostly from treasure trove, had been added to the Collection. To re-write the Catalogue entirely would have caused undue delay, and so the 408 additional coins have been inserted in the work as it then stood; this explains a number of rather unsightly entries such as No. 1924 a, 5086 k, &c.
For a similar reason two numbers, 5191 and 5192, have dropped out of the Catalogue, in consequence of the mint name Puna being settled subsequently to 1917, and the two coins removed to their correct position : lastly, it has been impossible to assign coins Nos. 4851 a-4855 their right position, as the coins with the readings giving the clue to their correct place turned up too late to enable this to be done without serious disfigurement. Every attemp| has nevertheless been made to bring the Catalogue into line with the most recent information on Mughal numismatics, in which connexion one cannot help expressing gratitude-